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like a God among the chattering throng. At the feet of
this outsize in consorts he dropped his stone and stood
awaiting the response. But the giant was evidently an ass
and saw in his tribute nothing but a grey angular stone, and
anyway, not knowing the procedure on receiving such an
invitation to the waltz, made no movement. So he forgot
all about it and, after a few adjustments to the breast and
underarm, he wTaddled away to his consort who received him
with bows and ecstatic liftings of the head, his momentary
faithlessness unnoticed.
In this way homes were being built throughout the city
and there were being laid the foundations of a family life
which would last until the autumn. In many cases the
home was already built and the hen, contented in the con-
summation of her efforts, was sitting full length upon her
white breast in her uncomfortable circle of stones. Under
her, warm and alive, dirty but infinitely precious, was her
egg. Her whole bearing expressed desire fulfilled and her
mate stood by, the proud and satisfied husband. And again
there were other hens, prouder still, from under whose
recumbent bosoms, now clotted and fouled by reclining in
their own ordure, there protruded a tiny, wizened, utterly
unbirdlike head. Its small beak gaped to give forth a thin
pitiful sound, whereupon the mother settled herself down
upon it and it disappeared. So tiny and wan a spark of life
would easily be extinguished.
The doctor, Rayner and I met under the overhang of the
basalt clifis and boiled a billie-can with pemmican in it* I
have seldom been so grateful for anything because I was blue
with cold from sitting so long among the penguins. It had
begun to blow and the wind came whistling down the valley,
blowing the snow before it. The black douds, which had
been climbing steadily up from the south, now covered the
whole sky with their leaden mass. We were sheltered where
we sat by the towering cliffs. Icicles a foot long hung above
us like teeth and, framed in their glittering semicircle, a dark